
Draft Conference Program 

WONCA Africa Regional Conference 2026 

Theme: We Are One: Africa united to advance planetary health through collaboration and resource alignment 

in primary health care. 

Venue: Gaborone International Convention Center, Gaborone, Botswana 

Dates: 10–11 September 2026 [preconference 9 September 2026] 

Day 1: Thursday, 10 September 2026 

Time----------- Activity 

07:30 – 08:30 Registration 

 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

08:30 – 09:45 Plenary Session 1: Advancing Planetary Health Through Primary Health Care in Africa  

[Chair- TBC] 

08:30-09:00 (TBC-? Planetary Health and Research in Primary Health Care)Prof. Bob Mash  

09:00-0930 The case for planetary health: Why Planetary Health Matters to Family Doctors (Prof. Karen Flegg) 

09:30-09:45 Keynote Address: WHO Representative.(TBC) 

    

09:45 – 10:15 Group Photo & Tea Break 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

10:15 – 11:15 Opening Ceremony   [Chair-TBC] 

• Welcome by Local Organizing Committee (Botswana)    

• Remarks by WONCA Africa President  (Prof. Bob Mash)  

• Remarks by WONCA World President   (Prof. Viviana Martinez-Bianchi) 

• Official Opening by Guest of Honour (Hon. Dr. Stephen Modise-Minister of Health, Botswana) 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

11:15 – 11:25 Movement Break 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

11:25 – 12:25 Oral Abstract Parallel Sessions 1    

Track A- Digital Health & Innovation(x4 oral abstracts)  

Track B- Ageing & Older Adult Health (x4 oral abstracts)  

Track C- Maternal & Child Health  (x4 oral abstracts)  

Tract D- Infectious Diseases (x4 oral abstracts)  

Tract E- Health Systems Strengthening(x4 oral abstracts) 

Track F- Community-Oriented Primary Care(x4 oral abstracts)  

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

12:25 – 12:35 Movement Break 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

12:35 – 13:05 Plenary Session: Keynote Address: Mindfulness-based AI chatbot for mental health of 

MSM (PLHIV) - Prof. William Wong, University of Hong Kong 

[Chair-TBC] 

 

 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

13:05 – 14:00 Lunch & Poster Viewing 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 



14:00 – 15:30 Workshops [Parallel]  

 Workshop A : Lifestyle Medicine 1 

Workshop B : Building Capacity in Geriatric Care Across Africa: A network for  Healthy Aging-1 

Workshop C: Navigating Professional Growth for Women Family Physicians in Academia and Clinical Practice 
Workshop D: Shaping the Quality and Safety Agenda for Primary Care in Africa: A Regional Scoping Workshop 

of the WONCA Working Party on Quality & Safety 

Workshop E: Advancing Emotional, Physical, Psychological and Mental Fitness of  Family Physicians in Africa 

Workshop F Promoting Rational Medicine Prescribing in Primary Care across Sub-Saharan Africa (PROSPER) 
Workshop G: From “What’s Working” to Better Care: An Appreciative Inquiry Toolkit for Quality 

Improvement in Primary Care 

Workshop H: Balint 2.0: Virtual Balint Groups for Family Doctors around Africa 

         ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

15:30 – 16:00 Tea Break 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

16:00 – 16:30 Plenary Session 2: Health Professions Education role in Strengthening Primary Care in Africa - 

Prof. Susan Van Schalkwyk, Stellenbosch University    

[Chair- 

                    ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

16:30 – 16:40 Movement Break 

                    -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

16:40 – 17:40 Oral Abstract Parallel Sessions 2   /Symposium  
Oral Abstracts [60 mins] Symposia [90 mins] 

Track G- Santé Publique et Maladies 

Infectieuses  

(x4 oral abstracts)  

Track H- Mental Health & Psychosocial Care 

(x4 oral abstracts)  

Track I- Cancer & Palliative Care(x4 oral 

abstracts)  

Track J- NCDs & Chronic Care (x4 oral 

abstracts)  

 

S1-Strengthening Primary Health Care Capacity in Sub-Saharan 

Africa: Lessons from the NORHED II PRICE Partnership [Prof.Thomas 

Mildestvedt] 
S2—Implementing WHO ICOPE in African Primary Care: Evidence 

and Innovations from the PAULUS Study [Leon Geffen, Bonaventure Egbujie, 

Yohanna Mashalla, Enock Chisati, Emmanuel Sendaula, Aynie Berhanie Gebrekidan,, Reem 

Mulla] 

S3-The PRIMAFAMED journey: Looking back at the future; 

Strengthening Family Medicine in Africa through Collaborative South-

South-North Partnerships [Jan De Maeseneer, Oliver Van Hecke, Bianca de Sá e Silva, 

Keneilwe Motlhatlhedi, Innocent Besigye, Jane Frances Namatovu, Bob Mash ] 

 

**Symposia will spill over to next session 

→18:00 – 19:00 WONCA Africa Council Meeting (Members Only) 

Day 2: Friday, 11 September 2026 

Time-----------Activity 

07:00 – 08:00 Registration 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

07:30-08:30 Oral Abstracts Parallel sessions 3) 



Tract M- Adolescent & Sexual Health(x4 oral abstracts)  

Tract N- Ethics, Policy & Society(x4 oral abstracts)  

Track O- Clinical Practice & PHC Interface (x4 oral abstracts)  

Track P- Prevention & Screening(x4 oral abstracts)  

Track Q- Social Determinants & Community Context(x4 oral abstracts)  

Track R- Training & Workforce Development(x4 oral abstracts)  

Track S- Maladies Non Transmissibles et Aspects Psychosociaux(x3 oral abstracts) 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

08:30 – 10:00 Plenary Session 3: Strengthening Primary Care for Emerging Health Challenges. [Chair- 

TBC]   

08:30-09:00 ---cancellation---local speaker TBD     

09:00-09:30 Leadership in Family Medicine & Primary Health Care: Family Medicine is Essential to 

Primary Health Care.   Prof. Karen Flegg, WONCA Past President, Australian National University. 

09:30-10:00 Workforce for Primary Health Care-Prof. James Asamani, WHO 

[Chair-TBC] 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

10:00 – 10:30 Tea Break 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

10:30 – 11:30 Plenary Session 4: The Future of Family Medicine in Africa. [Chair-    

10:30-11:00 Plenary talk 1: Lifestyle Medicine/Family Medicine and planetary health- Dr. Ifeoma 

Monye, President-World Lifestyle Medicine Organization 

11:00-11:30 Plenary talk 2: The use of big data in primary care research- Dr. Karen Tu, University of 

Toronto    

[Chair-TBC] 

 

 

11:30-12:30 Symposia/Oral Abstract/Workshops:  
 

 

 
Symposia [90 mins] Workshops [90 mins] Oral Abstract [60 mins] 

S5- Teaching and Learning Core Values of 

Family Medicine [Innocent Besigye (Uganda), 

Nana Kwame Ayisi-Boateng (Ghana), 

Keneilwe Motlhatlhedi (Botswana),  

Gathu Catherine (Kenya) and Klaus von 

Pressentin (South Africa)] 

** session will spill over lunch break** 

Workshop J : Building Capacity in 

Geriatric Care Across Africa: A 
network for         Healthy Aging-2  

 

Workshop Q:  Family Physicians 

Unique Opportunity to Maximize 

Adolescent Transition.  

 

 

 

 

** session will spill over lunch break** 

Tract L- Quality of Care & Patient 

Experience(x4 oral abstracts)  

Track K- Climate & Planetary 

Health (x4 oral abstracts) 

 

 
 



12:30 – 13:30 Lunch & Poster Viewing 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

13:30 – 15:00 Workshops 2    

 

Workshops Symposium 

Workshop I : Lifestyle Medicine 2 

Workshop K: Best Buys for Climate-Resilient Primary Health Care: 

Translating Evidence into Action in African Health Systems 

Workshop L: From Assessment to Trust: Implementing Entrustable 

Professional Activities in African Training Programmes 

Workshop M: : Minimising diagnostic error through sound clinical 

reasoning in family medicine 

Workshop N: Best Practice Supervision in Family Medicine: Roles, 

Reflections, and Resources 

Workshop O: Organizational equity in the WONCA Africa Region 

Workshop P: An exploratory cross‑regional dialogue on training for 

African family medicine leaders 

 

S4—Preparing for your PhD 

[Besigye K. Innocent, Klaus von Pressentin, 

Jane Namatovu and Robert Mash]  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

**Session pills over to tea break 

 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

15:00 – 15:30 Tea Break 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

15:30 – 16:30 Closing Plenary: Partnerships for Impact in Africa. [Chair- TBC]  

15:30-16:00: ?Future Directions for Primary Health Care in Botswana-Hon KFC Motshegwa; Minister 

of Local Government and Traditional Affairs  

16:00-16:30: Report back from workshops and sessions/Awards    

Conference Declaration / Gaborone Statement on Primary Health Care and Planetary Health 

16:30 – 17:00 Closing Ceremony [Chair-TBC]   

Closing Remarks by WONCA Africa President    

Handing over to Host of WONCA Africa 2028    

Vote of Thanks & Farewell 

19:30 – 22:00 Gala Dinner & Cultural Evening   Featuring Botswana music, dance, and cuisine 

 

 
WONCA-World Organization of Family Doctors (originally the World Organization of National Colleges, Academies, and 

Academic Associations of General Practitioners/Family Physicians). Founded in 1972, it is a global, not-for-profit organization 

representing family doctors and general practitioners, aiming to improve worldwide health through high standards of care, education, 

and research. 

 
 
 

 

 

https://www.google.com/search?q=World+Organization+of+Family+Doctors&oq=WONCA+me&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUqBwgBEAAYgAQyBggAEEUYOTIHCAEQABiABDIHCAIQABiABDIHCAMQABiABDIICAQQABgWGB4yCAgFEAAYFhgeMggIBhAAGBYYHjIICAcQABgWGB4yCAgIEAAYFhgeMggICRAAGBYYHtIBCTU4MTNqMGoxNagCCLACAfEFrpJsYmtK5CbxBa6SbGJrSuQm&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&mstk=AUtExfAygDFt5teum0ZbH8kxj0oSxqAq12fjD3szCEdypbOmNcd0-xX1tqK0el78Bur7bZ5bNewcSdJNMwX66C3Rgq9OOymwDGWVdR0hZXCZ-IqgE0r0CEVqgJiUrDsxSZRIdAJFMykD2RTAyQvb_pzHIe2N9NHRMK9p3ErlOWjGRRKXq-E&csui=3&ved=2ahUKEwjKkZHJs5eTAxW52QIHHZQMNPUQgK4QegQIARAC
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